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Stainless Steel 2B Finish – Surface 
Appearance & Limitation Notice
1. General Description

Stainless steel 2B finish is a standard mill finish produced by cold rolling, heat treatment, 
pickling, and final light rolling. It is intended primarily as a functional and industrial finish 
and not as a decorative or architectural surface.

While 2B finish has a smooth, dull appearance, it may exhibit minor surface marks, 
rolling lines, handling marks, or variations in reflectivity. Such characteristics are 
inherent to the manufacturing process and are within normal mill tolerances.

2. Surface Condition & Handling

2B finish stainless steel is supplied in sheet or plate form and is subject to handling during 
rolling, levelling, cutting, transport, storage, fabrication, and installation.

Material may be supplied with or without protective film, depending on specification 
and availability. Even where protective film is applied, the following may occur:

•	 Light scratching or marking beneath the protective film
•	 Surface marks caused by movement or compression of the film
•	 Handling or stacking marks from contact with adjacent material

Protective film is provided as a handling aid only and does not guarantee a blemish-
free surface.

3. Suitability for Aesthetic Applications

2B finish should not be specified where a cosmetic, decorative, or scratch-free 
appearance is required, particularly in exposed or high-visibility applications.

Where an enhanced appearance is required, alternative finishes such as brushed, 
polished, bead-blasted, or coated finishes should be specified and agreed prior to 
order.
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4. Inspection & Acceptance

Stainless steel 2B finish may be supplied with or without protective film.

Where material is supplied with protective film, full visual inspection of the surface 
condition is not possible at the time of supply. Inspection prior to fabrication is therefore 
limited to exposed edges and visible areas only, and the supplier shall not be required 
to remove protective film for the purpose of cosmetic inspection.

Where material is supplied without protective film, inspection is limited to a general 
visual check under normal lighting conditions. Minor surface marks or handling 
scratches consistent with normal mill tolerances for 2B finish may be present and are 
considered acceptable.

Surface marks, scratches, or defects consistent with the inherent characteristics of 2B finish 
— whether visible at the time of supply or only apparent following removal of protective film 
— do not constitute grounds for rejection or claim.

Once material has been cut, formed, welded, or otherwise processed, it shall be 
deemed accepted.

5. Limitation of Liability

Minor surface marks, scratches, or variations in appearance consistent with normal mill 
tolerances for 2B finish do not constitute a defect in material or workmanship.

No liability is accepted for surface appearance where 2B finish is used in applications 
requiring an aesthetic or decorative finish, unless expressly agreed otherwise in writing 
prior to order.


